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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-23 are pending and have been examined. The priority date considered for the 
application is 30 April 2001. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 
5,996,010 to Leong et al. (hereinafter Leong). 

With respect to claim 1, Leong discloses a software package (see the title and abstract, 
which shows a network management agent, i.e. a software package), comprising: 

(a) a variable describing a state of a device, the variable having an assigned name (see 
column 6, lines 34-43, which shows Management Information Base variables describing the state 
of a device, and column 13, lines 57-62, which shows that the variables have assigned object 
identifiers or names); 

(b) a mapping module including a mapping between the assigned name and a routine, 
wherein the routine accesses the variable (see column 7, lines 6-16, which shows a dictionary, 
i.e. a mapping module, for mapping the assigned identifiers to textual names for providing access 
to the variables, and column 13, lines 51-67, which shows the functions or routines used for 
accessing the variables); and 



Application/Control Number: 09/845,574 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2122 

(c) a dynamic receiving module receiving and storing, without recompiling the software 
package, a correlation between a common name for the variable and the assigned name, a 
request, including the common name of the variable being fulfilled by consulting the stored 
correlation (see column 8, lines 46-54, which shows a request manager, i.e. a receiving module, 
for receiving a request and interacting with the dictionary, and column 7, lines 13-16, which 
shows that the dictionary provides a correlation between a textual name, i.e. a common name, for 
the variable and the assigned identifier; see also column 13, lines 51-67, which shows that the 
request includes the variable identified by consulting the dictionary). 

With respect to claim 2, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the variable is a 
Management Information Base object (see column 6, lines 34-43, which shows that the variables 
are Management Information Base objects). 

With respect to claim 3, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the assigned name 
is an object identifier (see column 13, lines 57-62, which shows that the assigned names are 
object identifiers). 

With respect to claim 4, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the routine is one 
of a get routine and a set routine (see column 13, lines 56-57, which shows a GET function or 
routine and a SET function or routine). 

With respect to claim 5, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the correlation is 
received from an application stored on the device (see column 6, lines 13-16, which shows a 
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network management agent stored on the device, and column 7, lines 6-10, which shows that the 
agent includes the dictionary, i.e. the application for providing the correlation). 

With respect to claim 6, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the correlation 
between the common name for the variable and the assigned name is stored in one of a 
temporary memory and a permanent memory of the device (see column 6, lines 51-64, which 
shows that the device includes main memory, i.e. temporary memory, and a mass storage 
medium, i.e. permanent memory). 

With respect to claim 7, Leong discloses a method (see the title and abstract), comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) receiving a correlation between a common name and an assigned name for a variable, 
the variable describing the state of a device (see column 13, lines 34-40, which shows receiving a 
dictionary, and column 7, lines 6-16, which shows that the dictionary provides a correlation 
between a textual name, i.e. a common name, and an assigned identifier for a managed object; 
see also column 6, lines 34-43, which shows that the managed objects are variables describing 
the state of a device); 

(b) storing the correlation in one of a temporary and permanent memory of the device, the 
storing of the correlation being accomplished without compiling a software package on the 
device (see column 6, lines 51-64, which shows that the device includes main memory, i.e. 
temporary memory, and a mass storage medium, i.e. permanent memory; note that Leong does 
not disclose compiling a software package); and 
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(c) storing a mapping between the assigned name and a routine, wherein the routine 
accesses the variable (see column 7, lines 6-16, which shows a dictionary for mapping the 
assigned identifiers to textual names for providing access to the variables, and column 13, lines 
51-67, which shows the functions or routines used for accessing the variables). 

With respect to claim 8, Leong further discloses the steps of: 

(a) receiving a request to access the variable, the request including the common name of 
the variable (see column 13, lines 51-67, which shows receiving a request to access the variable 
identified by consulting the dictionary, and column 7, lines 13-16, which shows that the 
dictionary provides a correlation between a textual name, i.e. a common name, for the variable 
and the assigned identifier). 

(b) obtaining the assigned name by consulting the stored correlation (see column 13, lines 
57-62, which shows obtaining the assigned identifier by consulting the dictionary, i.e. the stored 
correlation). 

(c) obtaining the routine by consulting the mapping (see column 13, lines 51-67, which 
shows consulting the dictionary, i.e. the mapping, and obtaining the function or routine); and 

(d) accessing the variable using the routine (see column 14, lines 13-20, which shows 
accessing the variable using the routine). 

With respect to claim 9, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the assigned name 
is an object identifier (see column 13, lines 57-62, which shows that the assigned names are 
object identifiers). 
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With respect to claim 10, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the routine is one 
of a set routine and a get routine (see column 13, lines 56-57, which shows a SET function or 
routine and a GET function or routine). 

With respect to claim 11, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the correlation is 
received from an application stored on the device (see column 6, lines 13-16, which shows a 
network management agent stored on the device, and column 7, lines 6-10, which shows that the 
agent includes the dictionary, i.e. the application for providing the correlation). 

With respect to claim 12, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the application is 
a web page (see column 13, lines 20-23, which shows that the network management agent is an 
HTML server, i.e. a web page application). 

With respect to claim 13, Leong discloses a software package operating on a device (see 
the title and abstract, which shows a network management agent, i.e. a software package, on a 
device), comprising: 

(a) a reading module to read software code in a file, the software code including a 
correlation between a common name and an assigned name for a variable (see column 1 1 , lines 
33-40, which shows a parser module, i.e. a reading module, for reading code and interfacing with 
a dictionary, and column 7, lines 6-16, which shows that the dictionary provides a correlation 
between a textual name, i.e. a common name, and an assigned identifier for a variable); and 

(b) a dynamic correlation module receiving the correlation from the reading module and 
storing, without recompiling the software package, the correlation (see column 11, lines 60-67, 
which shows a response manager, i.e. a dynamic correlation module, for receiving the correlation 
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from the dictionary and storing the data in a buffer; note that Leong does not discloses 
recompiling the software package). 

With respect to claim 14, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the file is a web 
page (see column 5, lines 47-62, which shows providing an HTML document for display in a 
web browser, i.e. a web page). 

With respect to claim 15, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the software 
code includes a request to access the variable, the reading module forwarding the request to the 
dynamic correlation module which formats an updated request using the correlation (see column 
11, lines 15-46, which shows that the code includes requests to access objects or variables, and 
shows the parser module, i.e. a reading module, forwarding the request to the response manager, 
i.e. a dynamic correlation module; see also column 13, lines 34-67, which shows formatting 
updated requests based on the correlation from the dictionary). 

With respect to claim 16, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the variable is a 
management information base object and the assigned name is an object identifier (see column 6, 
lines 34-43, which shows that the variables are Management Information Base objects; see also 
column 13, lines 57-62, which shows that the assigned names are object identifiers). 

With respect to claim 17, Leong further discloses a server module receiving the software 
code from the reading module and streaming the software code out of the device (see column 12, 
lines 9-11, which shows the response manager, i.e. a server module, streaming the code over a 
socket). 
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With respect to claim 18, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the server 
module includes an HTTP server (see column 13, lines 1-5, which shows an HTML server using 
the HTTP protocol, i.e. an HTTP server). 

With respect to claim 19, Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the reading 
module includes a CGI get handler (see column 11, lines 33-40, which shows the parser module, 
i.e. a reading module, handling server-side includes, and column 12, lines 42-45, which shows 
the use of Common Gateway Interfaces or CGI). 

With respect to claim 20, Leong further discloses a post module receiving an additional 
request from outside the device to access the variable, the post module forwarding the request to 
the dynamic correlation module which formats an updated request using the correlation (see 
column 8, lines 46-54, which shows a request manager, i.e. a post module, for interacting with 
the response manager, i.e. a dynamic correlation module; see also column 13, lines 34-67, which 
shows forwarding the request and formatting updated requests based on the correlation from the 
dictionary). 

With respect to claim 21 , Leong further discloses the limitation wherein the post module 
is a CGI post handler (see column 11, lines 33-40, which shows handling server-side includes in 
association with the request manager, i.e. a post module, and column 12, lines 42-45, which 
shows the use of Common Gateway Interfaces or CGI). 

With respect to claim 22, Leong discloses a method (see the title and abstract), 
comprising the steps of: 
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(a) reading software code in a file, the software code including a correlation between a 
common name and an assigned name for a variable, the variable describing the state of a device 
(see column 11, lines 33-40, which shows reading code and interfacing with a dictionary, and 
column 7, lines 6-16, which shows that the dictionary provides a correlation between a textual 
name, i.e. a common name, and an assigned identifier for a variable; see also column 6, lines 34- 
43, which shows that the variables describe the state of a device); and 

(b) dynamically storing the correlation in one of permanent memory and temporary 
memory, without compiling a software system on the device (see column 6, lines 51-64, which 
shows that the device includes main memory, i.e. temporary memory, and a mass storage 
medium, i.e. permanent memory; note that Leong does not disclose compiling a software 
system). 

With respect to claim 23, Leong further discloses the steps of: 

(a) receiving a request to access the variable, the request including the common name of 
the variable (see column 13, lines 51-67, which shows receiving a request to access the variable 
identified by consulting the dictionary, and column 7, lines 13-16, which shows that the 
dictionary provides a correlation between a textual name, i.e. a common name, for the variable 
and the assigned identifier); and 

(b) reformatting the request using the dynamically stored correlation (see also column 13, 
lines 34-67, which shows reformatting the request based on the correlation from the dictionary). 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. U.S. Pat. No. 5,978,845 to Reisacher discloses a network management relay system 
providing access to Management Information Base variables using a routing table. U.S. Pat. No. 
6,1 19,156 to Filion et al. discloses a network management system providing access based on a 
table of object identifiers. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Yigdall whose telephone number is (703) 305-0352. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on (703) 305-4552. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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